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SALINAS LAND TO SKY
 
It is how the light falls upon the land that can inspire me to paint  

a particular scene at a particular time.  These moments are fleeting, 

and can often find me sprinting with my camera to the hilltops behind 

my house or driving up and down River road to find the exact loca-

tion where the setting sun’s rays are illuminating a sliver of the Gabilan 

Mountains under a heavy purple cloud.  It is the light that gives this 

landscape it’s form… shadows rounding the foothills or creating sharp 

linear patterns across the fields.  These shapes and patterns change 

with the time of day and the inconstant cloud cover overhead.  Land to 

sky… this is the relationship that I am captivated by, and it is my  

intent to crystallize these moments in my paintings of the Salinas Valley.

The distance between land and sky is sometimes just a glimmer of 

light on the newly plowed fields moist with rain.  This valley gives life to 

many.  The cycle of earth to green to harvest reflects the larger cycle of 

life from beginning to end and then beginning again.  John Steinbeck 

once declared it his intention to tell “the story of this whole valley…

so that it would be the valley of the world.”  He wanted readers of East 
of Eden to feel afterward that they would have a sense of belonging in 

Salinas Valley, that they would “actually be a native of that valley”.  It is 

my hope that I too have been able to capture a sense of place and the 

spirit of this valley called Salinas.
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All of the quotes is this publication are from East of Eden by John Steinbeck
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“The floor of the Salinas valley, between the ranges and below the  
foothills, is level because this valley used to be the bottom of a  
hundred-mile inlet from the sea...on the wide level acres of the  
valley the topsoil lay deep and fertile.”

—East of Eden

“I remember that the Gabilan Mountains to the east of the valley  
were light gay mountains full of sun and loveliness and a kind of  
invitation, so that you wanted to climb into their warm foothills  
almost as you want to climb into the lap of a beloved mother.”

—East of Eden
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“Now, on the top is good soil, particularly on the flats. In the upper  
valley it is light and sandy, but mixed in with that, the top sweetness  
of the hills that washed down on it in the winters. As you go  
north the valley widens out, and the soil gets blacker and heavier  
and perhaps richer.”

—East of Eden
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“The green lasted on the hills far into June before the grass turned yellow.  
The heads of the oats were so heavy with seed that they hung over on their  
stalks. The little springs trickled on late in the summer. The range cattle  
staggered under their fat and their hides shone with health. It was a year  
when the people of the Salinas vAlley forgot the dry years.”

—East of Eden
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“When June came the  
grasses headed out  
and turned brown,  
and the hills turned  
a brown which was  
not brown but a gold  
and saffron red  — an  
indescribable color.”

—East of Eden
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